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some tax could be; for nothing can prevent the
Russian superintendents from feigning, whenever
they please, the existence of one or of several of
such or such Russian subjects, in such or such a
part of Courland, or from taking the refusal of
restitution for granted, in order to lay the country
under the contribution of an equal number of
hundreds of ducats (the sum fixed by the stipula-
tion for each Muscovite whom the Courlanders
shall refuse to deliver up), whenever the Russian
treasury, or the Russian delegate, shall stand in
need of, or whenever the country shall be enabled
to pay, such sums of money. I again repeat that
similar practices, openly in Courland, in other
parts more secretly, similar projects I say, are
carried on in all the countries that border upon
Russia. Let us return to Berlin.

Trumpel, the groom whom I mentioned to
you in my last, is discharged. This exertion has
excited much astonishment. The King certainly
rouses himself as much as he can, that he may
not be governed, and this is the most distinct
act of self-will which has hitherto been discernable
in the Monarch, will be
